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ADVENTNI 2023 UVODNIK

Svit hvézd uprostied nekonec¢né rozlehlosti no¢ni oblohy piesahu-
je hranice ¢asu. KdyZ hvézdy tiSe pozorujeme, mohou vyzatovat
pribéh nadéje. Pred lety se pastyti, kdyz pasli ovce pod hvézdnym,
Sirym nebem, vydali k jeslim; mudrcové nasledovali kometu a puto-
vali nejednoduchou cestou az do Betléma.

Uprostred shonu naseho svéta upirdme pohled k no¢nimu nebi a
rozpominame se na nase spole¢né lidstvi. Tipyt hvézd nds miize
vést k premyslen{ o vyznamu nasich vlastnich cest. Mudrcové sli za
hvézdou, kterd je dovedla az do Betléma. Nase zivoty se smi ridit
paprsky, jeZ nam sviti na cestu... ldskou, milosrdenstvim, smite-
nim, Bozim piislibem pokoje, spravedlnosti. V nasem soucasném
,Betlémé* se tyto zdsady mohou jevit jako pouhy zdblesk upro-
stied svéta, kde panuji katastrofy, vdlka, hladomor, kde mnoho lidi
prcha ze svych domovi. Sledujme hvézdy a hledejme smér, ktery
nds povede ke snaze délat svét lepSim a pamatovat na Bozi pfislib
vérnosti.

Necht dokdzeme v tomto adventnim ¢ase pii pohledu na noéni
nebe rozpoznat svétlo, které prozaiuje temnotu, a vzpomenout si
na pastyife a mudrce pfi objevovani jesli uvnitt nasich srdci. Necht
naS$e cesty ndsleduji zarici hvézdu nadéje a prislib vérnosti, Pdna
Jezise Krista. Stejné jako ti, ktefi tenkrat $li za hvézdou, necht
dokdzZeme najit cestu skrze té€zkosti, budovat vztahy se vSemi putu-
jicimi a denné vyhleddvat svétlo, které prozafi ty nejtemné&;jsi kouty
naseho svéta.

sksfesksesiesioiosiokoiokokokok

V &ervenci 2023 se v Olomouci vydali partneii z CCE a PCUSA

na spolec¢nou ,cestu k Betlému“ s velkou nadéji. Spole¢né jsme
rozvijeli hlubsi vztahy, chvalili Pana, modlili se, diskutovali a snazili
se pfijit na kloub tomu, ¢im by pro nds mohl byt , Betlém* v sou-
Casném svété, kde v tolika zemich zufi vdlka a ndsili.

(pokracovdni)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25

John 1:1-5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through
him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all man-
kind. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not
overcome it.

What wonderful grace that we can experience another Christmas!
We would very much like our small human words to help create
something good and at least sometimes be a tiny light for others.
We pray, Lord, help us achieve this.

Jirina Mlynkovd
Hrubd Vrbka, CZ
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PONDELI 25. PROSINCE

Jan1,1-5

»Na pocatku bylo Slovo, to Slovo bylo u Boha, to Slovo byl Biih.
To bylo na po¢dtku u Boha.
VsSechno povstalo skrze né a bez n€ho nepovstalo nic, co jest.
V ném byl Zivot a Zivot byl svétlo lidi.

To svétlo ve tmé sviti a tma je nepohltila.”

Jaka milost, Ze smime zase prozivat dalsi Vanoce! Moc bychom
chtéli, aby i naSe mal4, lidskd slova pomadhala tvotit néco dobrého
a byla alespori nékdy mali¢kymi svétélky pro jiné. Prosime, Pane,

pomadhej ndm v tom.

Jirina Mlynkovd
Hrubd Vrbka, CZ
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ADVENT 2023 EDITORIAL

In the vast expanse of the night sky, stars transcend time. Quietly,
we gaze at the stars seeing the radiance and the story of hope.
Years ago, the shepherds watching their sheep under the stars
went to the manger; Wise Men followed the star and navigated
great complexities to Bethlehem.

Amidst the hustle and bustle of our world, we gaze at the night sky,
and remember our shared humanity. As the stars twinkle, reflect
on the significance of our own journeys. As the Wise Men followed
the star leading them to Bethlehem, our lives are guided by the
rays that illuminate our paths... love, compassion, reconciliation,
God’s promise of peace, and justice. In our contemporary “Bethle-
hem”, these principles may appear only as a glimmer in our world
of disasters, war, famine, refugees hanging over us. Let us follow
the stars and search for directions allow us to better the world and
remember God’s promise of faithfulness.

As we gaze into the night sky during Advent, may we know the
light that illumines the darkness, and remember the shepherds
and wisemen, as we discover the manger in our hearts. Let our
paths follow the brilliant star of hope and promise of faithfulness,
Jesus Christ. As those long ago who followed the star, may we
navigate the challenges, build relationships with all travelers, and
search daily to find the light to illumine the darkest corners of
our world.

sksfesksiesiesioksiokokokokokk

In July 2023 in Olomouc, Czech Republic, partners of the ECCB
and the PCUSA journeyed together “on the way to Bethlehem”
with great hope. We spent time together developing deeper rela-
tionship, worshipping, and praying, dialoguing, discussing, and
learning what modern day “Bethlehem” might be to us in today’s
world with war and violence in so many countries.

(continued)



ADVENTNI 2023 UVODNIK (pokra&ovdni)

Privodce adventnimi poboZznostmi jiz nékolik let nabizi zptisob,
jak se potkavat na cesté za hvézdou, ,,do Betléma®. Doufame,

ze tento pravodce, do kterého prispivali autofi z obou cirkvi a z
rtiznych mist napti¢ nasimi zemémi, pfinese v této adventni dobé
hlubsi vyznam ndsledovani hvézdy. Nechf k tomu napomtiZou tiva-

hy, které v ramci tohoto partnerstvi vznikly.

Nas srdecény dik patfi:

« Fardram i laiktim, ktef{ vénovali sv(ij ¢as ivahdm nad texty a
sepsali tyto adventni poboZnosti.

« Petru Penidzovi za usporddani texti a Barbare Rentonové za
konzultace.

« Elizabeth Hancockové and Carol Lopashanské za adventni
transparent plny hvézd, ktery visi v presbytari Prvn{
presbyteridnské cirkve v Annapolis.

« Dofte Tiché za preklad textt.

« Davidu Hancockovi a Kevin Millerovi, dvéma vyjime¢nym osobdm,
které se na posledni chvili zapojily do editace a vydani priivodce.

Vyjadiujeme hlubokou vdéénost kazdému z vds za dar lasky, ktery
jste vénovali tomuto kazdoro¢nimu projektu na zahdjen{ adventni
doby pro &leny Ceskobratrské cirkve evangelické i Presbyteridnské
cirkve USA.

Nasledujice hvézdu na spoleéné cesté do Betléma,
Betty McGinnis, Czech Partnership Network
Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus, Pracovni skupina pro partnerstvi

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 (4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Ezekiel 37:24-27

My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd.
They will follow my laws and be caretul to keep my decrees. They will live in the
land I gave to my servant Jacob, the land where your ancestors lived. They and
their children and their children’s children will live there forever, and David my
servant will be their prince forever. I will make a covenant of peace with them,; it
will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers,
and I will put my sanctuary among them forever. My dwelling place will be with
them; I will be their God, and they will be my people.

Ezekiel’s preaching about the coming of the Messiah could sound like a political
vision: the prophet refers to the division of the tribes of Israel which had original-
ly formed one nation. However, their paths diverged — now, they are no longer in
touch with each other and each one of them is heading towards destruction in
their own way. In the context of the whole speech, mentioning a king who will be-
come their “one shepherd” sounds like introducing a strong leader who will unite
the scattered tribes again and restore order. Then, the Israelites will once again
be able to regain control of their promised land and, under the rule of this new
king, they will grow stronger economically, diplomatically, and from a military
point of view as well, ensuring they never lose their land again.

That is how most Israeli people at the time pictured the Messiah. The trouble

is this vision never came to pass. The events of the past few weeks are a painful
reminder of how much still remains for this vision to come true. Fortunately, the
heart of the prophet’s speech is different: it is the covenant of peace that the Lord
will establish with his people. There are no great political goals to be achieved.
The covenant focuses on a transformation of people’s relationships. It's not about
God’s people being successful in the world, but about people being closer to each
other. And the peace of the Lord, which makes this possible, truly does remain
with us forever, just as prophesised by Elijah. Only today, it is as if we are listen-
ing to him again with the ears of the ancient Israelites: we are concerned that

we be numerous, strong enough, that we have a place to meet... but whether we
meet with the aim of being closer to each other is of secondary importance. This
means we also need to change our point of view — just like those who were able
to recognise the promised Messiah in Jesus Christ. The time of advent is a good
opportunity to look away from the large political goals for a while and focus on
our neighbours, who are sometimes overshadowed by these.

Lord, awaken in us the desire for your peace, which is often stifled by various oth-
er desires. May we not waste this advent season on divisive disputes over ‘great

issues’, so we can experience real human closeness. Amen

Jan Lavicky
Kldster nad Dédinou, CZ
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NEDELE 24. PROSINCE (4. ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Ezechiel 37,24-27

David, miij sluZebnik, bude nad nimi krdlem a jedinym pastyiem vsech, bu-
dou se ridit mymi r'ddy, budou zachovdvat ma narizenf a jednat podle nich.
Budou sidlit v zemi, kterou jsem dal Jakobovi, svému sluZzebniku, v niZ sidlili
vasi otcové. Budou v ni sidlit oni i jejich synové a synové jejich synii navéky
a David, muj sluzebnik, bude jejich knizetem navéky. Uzaviu s nimi smlouvu
pokoje; bude to véénd smlouva s nimi, ddam jim ji a rozmnoZim je a v jejich
sti‘edu ziidim svou svatyni navéky. Mdj pribytek bude nad nimi a ja jim budu
Bohem a oni budou mym lidem.

Ezechielovo kdzani o ptichodu Mesid$e mize ptisobit jako politicka vize:
Prorok v ném odkazuje na rozdéleni Izraelskych kmend, ptivodné tvoiicich
jeden ndrod. Jejich cesty se ale rozesly — a ted se mijeji a kazdy po své vlast-
ni ose miff do zdhuby. Re¢ o krli, ktery se stane ,jedinym pastyiem v&ech®,
tak v kontextu celé promluvy pasobi jako ohldseni silného vidce, ktery
priméje rozptylené kmeny ke sjednoceni a nastoli porddek. Izraelité se pak
budou moci znovu chopit vlady nad svou zaslibenou zemi a pod jeho vladou
budou silit ekonomicky, diplomaticky i vojensky, takZe se uZ nikdy nestane,
Ze by o ni znovu prisli.

Pravé takto si mesid$e predstavovala vétSina tehdejsich Izraelca. Potiz je, ze
tato vize se nikdy nenaplnila. A na uddlostech poslednich tydnii je bolestné
patrné, jak mnoho k jejimu naplnéni zbyva. Nastést{ jddro promluvy lez{
jinde — je jim smlouva pokoje, kterou Hospodin uzavi'e se svym lidem. V ni
nejde o dosazeni velkych politickych cil(, ale o proménu lidskych vztahti. Ne-
jde o to, aby Bozi lid uspél ve svété, ale aby si lidé navzdjem byli bliz. A Bozi
pokoj, ktery to umoziiuje, s ndmi skuteé¢né zistava navzdy, piesné jak proro-
koval Elids. Jenomze dnes jako bychom ho opét poslouchali uSima starych
Izraelcti: Starame se, abychom byli dost pocetni, silni, méli se kde schézet...
a zda se schazime, abychom si byli navzdjem bliZ — to uZ je druhotné. A tak i
my potiebujeme zménit dhel pohledu — jako ti, kdo toho zaslibeného mesia-
Se poznali v JeziSi Kristu. Adventni doba je vhodnou pfileZitosti, odhlédnout
na chvili od velkych politickych cil( a vice se soustfedit na své blizni, kteii
nékdy ztstdvaji v jejich stinu.

BozZe, probouzej v nds opét touhu po svém pokoji, pridusenou riaznymi jiny-

mi touhami. Dej, at toto adventni obdobi nepromarnime rozdélujicimi spory
o velkd témata, at proZijeme skutec¢nou lidskou blizkost. Amen

Jan Lavicky
Klister nad Dédinou, CZ
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ADVENT 2023 EDITORIAL (continued)

Over the years, the Advent Devotional Guide has been a means of
joining together “on the Way to Bethlehem” as we follow the star.
During this Advent Season, we hope that this guide, with contrib-
utors from both churches and throughout our countries, will bring
a deeper meaning to following the star as we reflect together in
partnership.

We express deep appreciation to:

« Pastors and Laity who took time to reflect on the text and write an
Advent devotional.

« Petr Pendz for organizing the text and Barbara Renton for
consultation.

- Elizabeth Hancock and Carol Lopashanski for the Advent banner
filled with “Stars” hanging in the chancel of the First Presbyterian
Church of Annapolis.

« Dora Ticha, for translating the texts.

- David Hancock and Kevin Miller, two very special persons who
stepped in to edit and publish the guide at the last moment.

We express heartfelt gratitude to each of you for your gift of love
that you gave to the annual project to begin our Advent Season for
Evangelical Church of the Czech Brethren and the Presbyterian
Church USA members.

As we follow the star on the way to Bethlehem together,
Betty McGinnis, Czech Partnership Network
Gerhard Frey-Reininghaus, Partnership Working Group



NEDELE 3. PROSINCE (1. ADVENTNi NEDELE)

Iz 64,1-5
Nadéje

Kdyz jsem byl maly, moje nadé&je v tomto roénim obdobi sméiovaly
prevazné k vécem ukrytym v krdsné zabalenych bali¢cich s masle-
mi. Ted, kdyZ uz jsem o néco starsi, se objekt mé nadéje ponékud
zménil. Nesouvisi uz s vécmi, které se daji koupit a dorudit; nevejde
se pod stromecek. Uvédomil jsem si, Ze nyni doufdm ve véci, které
se téZzko daji vidét, ned4 se jich dotknout, a prece je hluboko v srdci
citime. Doufdm ve zdravi své rodiny a svych blizkych. Doufdm, Ze
se dobte vyspim. Doufdm ve stabilitu ve spole¢nosti, aby nedocha-
zelo k tolika vyjime¢nym situacim souvisejicim s epidemiemi ¢i
ekonomickymi propady. Doufdm v rovnost, spravedlnost, soucit,
milosrdenstvi. Doufdm, Ze vlady budou vladnout soucitné. Doufdm
ve vyhasnut{ konflikt, jak na bojistich, tak uvnitf nasich spolecen-
stvi. KdyZ se nad témito nadéjemi zamyslim, uvédomuji si mimo
jiné, Ze vétSinu z nich nemohu pfili$ ovlivnit a musim se na nékoho
nebo néco spolehnout. Podobnym zptisobem se IzajdSova nadéje
nejspis vymykala jeho kontrole a zdvisela pln€ na BoZim ptisobeni.

,O bys protrhl nebesa a sstoupil, “ ¥ik4 prorok. Toto je nad&je. Na-
znaduje vnimanou nepiitomnost bozského, ale vzpomind na pied-
chozi zkuSenosti, kdy se tak stalo. ,, KdyZ jsi konal hrozné &iny, jichzZ
jsme se nenaddli, sstoupil jsi.“ Prorok zde v podstaté Zad4, aby tak
Bih ucinil znovu. Aby sestoupil a konal ty iZasné ¢iny. Preji vam,
abyste béhem tohoto adventu dokdzali vhimat tizasné ¢iny naseho
Pana, ktery skuteéné sestupuje, at uz takové uddlosti o¢ekdvame,
nebo ne.

Andy Kort
Annapolis, US

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 23

1John 2:5-8

Does a light shine within you?

Sometimes we feel dark inside. Our soul does not see any fur-
ther. As if all beautiful things were swallowed up by darkness. An
eclipse of the heart.

But John says: The darkness is passing and the true light is
already shining.

Where does our inner light come from?

It is a gift from God when we can see a hopeful future unfolding
ahead of us. At least a little bit. When we manage to see the world
and ourselves in a new light. Turn on the switch in our souls that
lights up our own personal life journeys.

For John reminds us: Its truth is seen in him and in you, because
the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining.

What is the light of my life?

Christ came with a message of love: love God, love your neighbour,
love yourself. The recipe for having a light in your heart is simple
and remains the same, always. It has been shining for a long time.

As John says: I am not writing you a new command but an old
one, which you have had since the beginning. (v. 7)

Prayer through Psalm 18:1-29

I love you dearly, oh Lord, my strength. You light my light, Lord. My
God shines into my darkness. Please, Lord, do not stop shining on
me, my neighbours, and on all the world. Amen.

Jirf Tengler
Policka, CZ
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SOBOTA 23. PROSINCE

1. List Januv 2,5-8
Mite v sobé svétlo?

Neékdy si ¢loveék uvniti piipada temné. Jeho duse nevidi ddl. VSech-
no pékné jako kdyby pohltila temnota. Zatméni srdce.

Ale Jan piSe: Tma ustupuje a pravé svétlo uz sviti.
Odkud se v nés bere svétlo?

Je to Bozi dar, kdyz pted sebou vidime nadéjnou budoucnost.
Aspon trochu. Spatfit svét i sebe v novém svétle. Zapnout vypinac v
dusi, ktery prosvécuje i tu moji osobni cestu zivota.

Nebot Jan pripomind: Stalo se v ném i v nds, Ze tma ustupuje a
pravé svétlo uz sviti.

Co je svétlem mého Zivota?

Kristus priSel s poselstvim ldsky: Mit rdd Boha, mit rdd bliZni, mit
rad sebe. Jednoduchy a poidd stejny je tento recept na svétlo v
srdci. To svétlo uz pieci ddvno sviti.

Jak je psdno u Jana: Nepi$u vam, moji mili, nové prikdzani, ale
prikdzadni staré€, které jste méli od pocdtku. (7)

Modlitba pomoci Zalmu 18,1.29

Miluji t€ vroucné, Hospodine, moje silo. Ty mi rozsvécujes svétlo,
Hospodine. Mtj Bih z&4f{ do mych temnot. Prosim, BozZe, neptesta-
vej svitit mné, mym bliznim, véemu svétu. Amen.

Jir'i Tengler
Policka, CZ
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3 (1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Isaiah 64:1-5
Hope

When [ was a child my hope this time of year largely revolved
around things that come in shiny packages with bows and ribbons.
However, now that I am older the object of my hope has shifted. It
is no longer tied to things available for purchase and delivery. It no
longer fits nicely under a tree. I find myself now hoping for things
that are hard to see and touch, but can still be felt deep within my
heart. I hope for the health of my family and loved ones. I hope

for a good night of sleep. I hope for stability in society with less
interruptions from illness or economic stress. I hope for equality,
justice, mercy, and grace. I hope that governments will lead with
compassion. [ hope that conflicts will cease both on battlefields
and in our communities. One of the things I realize when I consid-
er these hopes is that most of them are out of my control, and I rely
on someone, or something, else. Perhaps in the same way, Isaiah’s
hope seems to rest out of his control and squarely upon the action
of God.

“O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,” says
the prophet. This is his hope. It implies the perceived absence of
the divine, but also speaks of a recollection of it happening before.
“When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came
down...” Basically, he's asking God to do it again. To come down
and do these awesome deeds. My hope for you this Advent is to be
aware of the awesome deeds all around us of our God who indeed
comes down, whether you are expecting them or not.

Andy Kort
Annapolis, US



PONDELI 4. PROSINCE

Zalm 146,5-10
Krasné vyjadieno!

To se obvykle nestdva
To se stdva velmi ziidka
To by se urcité mélo stdvat

To je to, co doufame, Ze se stane
To je to, za co se modlime, aby se stalo
To je to, na ¢em pracujeme, aby se stalo

To je to, co piichdzi, aby se stalo
To je to, co se stane
To je Bozi kralovstvi

Drahy Pane, dej, at se toto déje

Martin Hordk
Brno, CZ

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 22

John 13:33-36

Near the end of his earthly ministry, Jesus gathers with his disciples and,
after dinner, begins to teach. The lesson begins here, at the end of Chap-
ter 13. He is surrounded by friends—people who have said they would
follow him anywhere and, for the most part have done so—and he tells
them they cannot follow him where he is going next. John is foreshadow-
ing the events of Chapter 18: they cannot go to his cross to pursue the
path that has been laid out uniquely for him. They may suffer because of
their faith (many did); a few may even be crucified (legend says that Peter
was crucified upside down). But none will truly follow him because, after
Jesus’ death and resurrection, none will endure abandonment by God.
Jesus’ salvific work ensures that.

In his earthly absence, though, where are they to go and how are they

to go on? How will they follow the unfollowable? Who or what will guide
their living? Jesus gives them a commandment to succeed his “come,
follow me” invitation. They are to live by loving one another just as he has
loved them—which is its own, new, way of following.

The new commandment still holds: love one another. Looking forward

to celebrating Jesus’ birth, love one another. Anticipating his return, love
one another. As days grow shorter and darker—literally and metaphorical-
ly—love one another. “Love one another” is the through-line of Johannine
thought and foundation of a Christ-centered ethic.

Jesus doesn’t say who or what to include within the bounds of “one
another” but the gospels suggest that those bounds need to be drawn in
expansive ways. And he doesn'’t say “If you do so, good things will happen
to you,” because his point isn’'t about calculating utilitarian benefit; it's
about revealing who he has made us—and is making us—to be.

Prayer: Lord, teach us to love. Lord, teach us to live in love. And Lord,
teach us that we follow you by living in love. Amen.

Mark Douglas
Decatur, US
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PATEK 22. PROSINCE

J 13,33-36

Ke konci svého pozemského ptisobeni Jezi§ shromédzdi své uc¢edniky a po
vecefi je zaCne ucit. Jeho promluva zac¢ind zde, na konci 13. kapitoly. Je
obklopen pidteli — lidmi, ktef{ tvrdili, Ze ho budou nasledovat kamkoli, a
vétsinou to také ¢inili — a nynf{ jim fikd, Ze ho nemohou nésledovat tam,
kam odchdzi nyni. Jan timto pfedznamendva udélosti 18. kapitoly: nemo-
hou s nim jit na kiiZ a nemohou krédcet cestou, kterd byla vytyCena prévé
Péanu Jezisi. Mozna budou pro svoji viru trpét (mnohym se tak skute¢né
stalo), néktefi snad i zemf'ou na kiizi (podle legendy byl Petr ukfiZovdn
hlavou dold). Nikdo ho vSak nemitize skute¢né ndsledovat, protoze po
JeziSové smrti a vzkiiSeni nikdo nebude muset proZit opusténi samotnym
Bohem. Diky JeziSovu spasnému dilu.

Kam v8ak maji jit a jak maji pokradovat dal v dobé Jeho pozemské ne-
pfitomnosti? Jak maji ndsledovat nendsledovatelné? Kdo nebo co je nyni
povede zivotem? Jezi$ jim dal ptikdzdni, aby dale $itili pozvani ,pojd a
ndsleduj mne“. Maji Zit tak, Ze se budou navzdjem milovat; tak, jako je
miloval P4n — to je jim vyty¢eny jedineény a novy zplisob ndsledovéni.

Stdle plati nové ptikdzani: milujte se navzdjem. Milujte se navzdjem v
radostném ocekavani oslav JeziSova narozeni. Milujte se navzdjem v oce-
kavan{ Jeho druhého ptichodu. Zatimco se dny zkracuji a stmivd se brzy
— doslova i pfenesené — milujte se navzdjem. ,Milujte se navzdjem* je
dstfednim motivem janovského mysleni, ktery se celym evangeliem tdhne
jako Cervend nif, a také zdkladem etiky zaloZzené na Kristu.

Jezis netikd, koho nebo co pfesné mame zahrnout do hranic onoho ,na-
vzdjem“, Evangelia ndm vSak naznacuji, Ze tyto hranice musime pojmout
expanzivnim zptisobem. Ani ndm neiikd, Ze pokud tak ué¢inime, budou se
ndm dit samé dobré véci, protoZe neuvazuje zptisobem ,,co z toho budu
mit“. Jde tu o zjisténi, kym nds Pdn Jezi$ udinil, kym se skrze jeho ptisobe-
ni stdvdme.

Modlitba: Pane, nau¢ nds milovat. Nauc nds Zit v ldsce. A nau¢ nés, Pane,
chépat, Ze Tebe ndsledujeme tim, Ze Zijeme v ldsce. Amen.

Mark Douglas
Decatur, US
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 4

Psalm 146:5-10
What a beautiful expression!

This is not what usually happens
This is what happens very rarely
This is what definitely should happen

This is what we hope to happen
This is what we pray for to happen
This is what we work on to happen

This is what is coming to happen
This is what will happen

This is God’s kingdom

Dear Lord, let this happen

Martin Hordk
Brno, CZ



UTERY 5. PROSINCE

Mt 10,7-12

V nasem svété i v nasich zaméstndnich se ¢asto prisuzuje vySsi
hodnota zisku nez lidskému Zivotu nebo vztahu. Kradlovstvi Boz{
vSak nds svét prevraci vzhiiru nohama. V Matous$ové evangeliu
éteme, Ze Jezi$ soucitil se zastupy, byl pohnut jejich ustaranymi a
sklicenymi zivoty. O kolik jiny byl tento nebesky kral oproti kraltm
pozemskym — nejen, ze se staral o chudé a nemocné; on je také
znal. Uzdravoval v§echny nemoci, vyhanél zlé duchy, kiisil mrtvé.
Kadzal, ucil, daval nadéji.

Vénujme pozornost tomu, co fikal JeZi$ svym Dvandcti, kdyz je
zmoctoval k tomu, aby pokracdovali v budovani BoZiho kralovstvi.
Skrze Matou$ovo evangelium mdme moznost pozorné prostudovat
plany, které svym apostoltim svéfil: uzdravujte nemocné, mrtvé
probouzejte k Zivotu, malomocné ocistujte, vymitejte démony; za-
darmo jste dostali, zadarmo dejte. Neberte od nikoho za svoji praci
zadné penize. Neberte si s sebou Zaddné zdsoby, ani zavazadlo, ani
ndhradni par obleceni ¢i bot, protoze délnik je hoden své mzdy.
Vyptejte se, kdo je hoden vds ubytovat, u ného ziistaiite, dokud neo-
dejdete. Kdyz vstoupite do domu, pozdravte pozdravenim pokoje...
Modlime se s diky a touhou, kdyZ o¢ekdavame Jezi$v ndvrat, aby
dokoncil své dilo Boziho kralovstvi: Otée nd$, jenzZ jsi na nebesich,
posvét se jméno tvé. Ptijd krdlovstvi tvé. Bud viile tvd, jako v nebi,
tak i na zemi...

Tamara & Ton Stam
Dunedin, US

10

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 21

Psalm 85:4-9

The text you have just read is trying to tell its readers approximate-
ly the following: if you care about what the Lord communicates to
you and this is the result of your fear of the Lord, then the Lord’s
salvation brings you gifts that you cannot obtain in any other way.
The Lord’s mercy, peace, the glory of the Lord’s presence, and joy.
What kind of joy? The most important kind: the joy of the Lord and
his work!! For all you know, you could experience a Christmas like
that in July ©

Dan Zirsky
Vsetin, CZ
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CTVRTEK 21. PROSINCE

Psalm 85,4-9

Predteny text ndm chce Fici pfiblizné toto. Clovége, kdy? ti bude
zdlezet na tom, co ti Hospodin sdéluje, a to bude dasledek tvé
bazné pied Hospodinem, potom ti Hospodinova spdsa ptfindsi dary,
které nelze jinak ziskat: milosrdenstvi Hospodinovo, pokoj, slavu
Hospodinovy pfitomnosti a radost. Jaky druh radosti? Ten nejdle-

vvvvvv

napfiklad i v ¢ervenci ©

Dan Zirsky
Vsetin, CZ
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5

Matthew 10:7-12

Our world and work may place a higher value on profit than on
human life or relationship. But the kingdom of heaven turns our
world on its head. According to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus felt
compassion for the multitudes. He was moved by their worried and
downcast lives. How unlike earthly kings was this King of heaven,
who not only cared about the poor and sick, but knew them. He
healed every kind of disease and sickness, cast out evil spirits, and
raised the dead. He preached, taught, and gave hope.

We should pay careful attention to what Jesus said to His twelve as
he empowered them to continue the work of the kingdom of heav-
en. Through the Gospel of Matthew we are able to look carefully

at the blueprints that were handed to His twelve disciples: heal
every sickness, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons.
Freely you received, freely give. Acquire no money for this work.
Bring no extra provisions for yourself, not even a suitcase or an
extra pair of shoes, for a worker is worthy of his support. Ask who
in the village is worthy and stay there until you leave. As you enter
the house, give it your greeting (of peace)...

We pray our thanks and longing as we look to the return of Jesus to
complete the work of the kingdom of heaven: “Our Father in heav-
en, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven...”

Tamara & Ton Stam
Dunedin, US
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STREDA 6. PROSINCE

Jk 5,7-9

Pfi cesté na pout po
konferenci nasi cirkve
jsme navstivili staro-
ddvny moravsky kostel
ve Velké Lhoté&, kde
kdysi slouzil farar Jan
Karafidt (1846-1929).
Je to krasnd horska
vesnice se spoustou
luéniho kviti, v ddlce
se modraji zalesnéné
kopce a dole v tido-
lich buéi krdvy. Karafidt zde v roce 1876 napsal zndmou détskou
knizku Broudci, kterd se za téméf paldruhého stoleti doc¢kala vice
nez osmdesati reedici. Kdyz jsem se vratila domd, vypdtrala jsem
anglicky pteklad Fireflies. P¥ibéh sleduje osudy Broucka, od jeho
détstvi az po dospélost, kdy se sdm stdva hlavou pocetné rodiny. Na
zacCatku Broucek doprovazi svého otce, aby se naudil, jak lidem svi-
tit. ,To se jen litd a oni vidi.“ KdyzZ otec pfipusti, ze lidé, kterym po-
mahaji, nejsou vzdy hodni, Broucek protestuje: ,Ale to ja bych jim
nesvitil, kdyz se nemaji rddi.“ Otec mu odpovi: ,Do toho ndm nic
neni. KdyZ Pan Bih chce, abychom jim svitili, tak my jim svitime.*
Pokorn4d, vérnd a trpéliva prdace brouckii mi pfipomind verse 7-9 z
5. kapitoly Listu Jakubova, které jsou pravé na trpélivost zaméreny.
A zde je modlitba plnd nadéje, kterou broucci kazdy vecer zpivali:

,Podvecer tva celddka
co k slepici kutatka

k ochrané tvé hledime
laskavy Hospodine.“

Valerie Frey Stone
Athens, US

12

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20

1 Timothy 2:1-6

Prayer for all people, I am taking that. But why should we pray es-
pecially “for kings and all those in authority” (verse 2:2a)? Isn't that
just a kind of pandering? But what if we're supposed to pray for the
powerful ones just because of their special need? Those who have
power can mess things up. They are like a pilot in the cockpit, like
a driver at the helm, or like a sailor at the steering wheel. Their
success is our success. That’s why we should pray for them.

Lord God, we intercede for our mayor; for our country, for its
government, and for its president. You alone know how much
they need wisdom and strength. Lord God, give them wisdom and
strength.

Petr Sldma
Praha, CZ
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STREDA 20. PROSINCE

1Timothy 2,1-6

Modlit se za vSechny lidi, to beru. Ale pro¢ se mame zvlast modlit
»za krale i za vSecky v moci postavené” (vers 2,2a)? Neni to jen
podlézani? Ale co kdyZ se za mocné mdame modlit prosté proto, Ze
toho maji obzvl4st zapotiebi? Kdo m4 moc, ten toho mtize hodné
pokazit. Je jako pilot v kokpitu, #idi¢ za volantem nebo ndmoinik
u kormidla. Jejich zdar je i nasim zdarem. Proto se za n€ mdame
modlit.

Pane Boze, prosime té€ za naSeho starostu; za nasi zemi, za jeji vla-
du a za prezidenta. Jen ty sdm viS$, kolik potfebuji moudrosti a sily.

Pane Boze, dej jim modrost a silu.

Petr Sldma
Praha, CZ
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 6

James 5:7-9

While traveling for the
Pilgrimage after the
CPN conference, we
visited the old Mora-
vian church in Velkd
Lhota where pastor
Jan Karafiat (1846-
1929) once served.
The setting is a beau-
tiful mountain village
with wildflowers,
forest-covered hills
blue in the distance, and cows mooing down in the valleys. Here,

in 1876, Karafiat wrote the classic children’s book Broudci that in
almost a century and a half has been republished more than eighty
times. Once home again, I tracked down the English translation,
Fireflies. The story follows a firefly named Lucius from a young
child to the patriarch of a large family. Early in the story, Lucius ac-
companies his father to learn the nightly work of being a firefly: “You
just keep flying about and people can see your light” When Father
admits that the humans they are helping are not always good, Lucius
protests, “I don't see why we should give them light if they aren’t
kind.” His father replies, “That’s not ours to decide. The Lord God
wants us to give them light; so we do.” The humble, faithful, and pa-
tient work of the fireflies reminds me of James 5:7-9. And here is a
prayer full of hope that the fireflies often repeat throughout the story:

“Underneath your sheltering wings,
Take, we pray, all living things.
Watch us all from heaven above,
God of mercy, God of love.”

Valerie Frey Stone
Athens, US
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CTVRTEK 7. PROSINCE

Z14

Tém, ktet{ jsou v nouzi, je tdlevou vysvobozeni. Pro ty, kdo ¢eli nespra-
vedlnosti, je zdchranou naprava ktivd. Tam, kde je zkaZenost, se slavi
soud, protoze soud piindsi spravedlnost a vysvobozeni.

Mame néjaké potieby, po jejichZ uspokojeni touzime? Kterym nesprave-
dlnostem ¢elime nebo jsme jejich svédky ve spole¢nosti? Vidime kolem
sebe lidi, ktei'f dosahuji zisku zkorumpovanymi prostiedky, bez ohledu
na to, kdo je takovym jedndnim znevyhodnén?

Zalmista zde prondsi Zalozpév nad tim, co kolem sebe vidi. Ti, kdo
jednaji zkazené, véti, Ze jejich z1€ skutky nikdo nevidi. Lidé trpi, jsou
pozirani jako chléb, aniZ by se jich nékdo zastal. Zd4 se, Ze doba je
beznadéjn4, Ze spdsa nikdy nepftijde.

Hospodin vsak vidi, co se déje, Hospodin je dtoc¢istém chudych. Je ttoci-
Stém pro ty, jejichz potieb si nikdo nev§ima. Biih jiz diive pfinesl spasu
a prinese ji znovu. A v ten den se bude slavit!

Advent je ¢as, kdy si pfipomindme spdsu, kterou nam Pan Biih jiZ pfi-
nesl. Pfipomindme si BoZi{ vérnost, myslime na to, jak je ndm Pan ttoci-
Stém, kdyz ho potiebujeme. V obdobi adventu také vyhliZime opétovny
piichod Bozi spdsy, vladu spravedlnosti, vykoupeni v§ech utiskovanych.

Kdyz se podivame na spole¢nost kolem sebe, obcas asi premyslime, kdy
se véci daji do poradku. Mozna se zamys$lime nad svym Zivotem a pta-
me se, zda né€kdo vnima nase potieby. Je tu Jeden, ktery je vidi, na$ Pan,
nase ttocisté, zdroj nasi spasy. A Pan Bah vyzyva cirkev, aby byla télem,
které vidi tak, jako vidi Btih, a aby se podilela na ptrindSeni spravedlnosti
a blahobytu vS§emu stvoieni.

Modlitba:

Boze, Ty, ktery vidiS, shlédni na naSe poti‘eby i na poti‘eby nasich spo-
leCenstvi. Kéz ptijde tva spravedlnost a spasa, kterd povede ke skutec-
nému vykoupeni vSech. Ved nds, abychom se dokdzali podilet na Tvém
spasném dile pro celé stvofeni. Amen

Ryan White
Henrico, US
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19

Matthew 8:5-7

When he entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, appealing to
him and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying at home paralyzed in terrible
distress.” And the Lord said to him, “I will come and cure him.”

This story is extraordinary on many levels. First, when you think of
someone having faith in Jesus and addressing him as Lord, the image of
a Roman centurion might not be the first thing that comes to mind. A
centurion commanded a military unit of about 100 legionaries (a centuria
in Latin), and usually earned this rank through exemplary service on the
battlefield. As they were personally responsible for the training and disci-
pline of their troops, these field-commissioned officers were known to be
strict, often harsh, commanders.

But this one had compassion and humility. Moved by his servant’s suf-
fering, he humbly approached Jesus for help. In subsequent verses he
declared he was not worthy to have Jesus even enter his home, recogniz-
ing the holy power of Jesus to heal from afar by only speaking the word.
This centurion also had faith that amazed even Jesus, who declared that
he had not found this in anyone else in Israel before returning the servant
to health.

We will never know the circumstances that led to this extraordinary
belief in a Gentile who represented the Roman forces in power at that
time. The centurion took a great risk by approaching Jesus. Having
sworn allegiance to the emperor, his recognition of the higher authority of
Jesus would probably have been considered treasonous had his superiors
learned of it. Perhaps in the course of his duties he had overheard Jesus
in a public place somewhere or even witnessed a healing. Or — maybe it
was the Holy Spirit at work in this most unlikely of believers.

Lord Jesus, we pray that we may be inspired by this example of strong
faith in you and the power of your word. Help us to reflect the light of

your hope, peace, joy and love this Advent season. Amen.

Charlene & Joe Beck
Sewickley, US
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UTERY 19. PROSINCE

Mt 8,5-7

Kdyz ptisel do Kafarnaum, pfistoupil k nému jeden setnik a prosil ho:
,Pane, mij sluha lezi doma ochrnuty a hrozné trpi.“ Rekl mu: ,J4 pfijdu a
uzdravim ho.“

Tento ptibéh je vyjimeény v mnoha ohledech. Zaprvé, kdyz si predstavime
nékoho, kdo véii Jezisi a oslovuje ho ,Pane”, fimsky setnik asi nebude
zrovna ten prvni, kdo nds napadne. Setnik velel vojenské jednotce &itajici
asi 100 legiondrt (latinsky centuria) a tuto hodnost si obvykle vyslouzil
ptikladnou sluzbou na bitevnim poli. Vzhledem k tomu, Ze byli setnici
osobné zodpovédni za vycvik a disciplinu svych vojdk, byli zndmi jako
piisni, Casto drsni velitelé.

Tento setnik vS§ak mél soucit a pokoru. Byl pohnut utrpenim svého sluzeb-
nika, a tak pokorné pfistupuje k JeZisi s prosbou o pomoc. V ndsledujicich
vers$ich tikd, Ze neni hoden ani toho, aby JeZi§ vstoupil k nému do domu,
uvédomuje si pfitom JeZiSovu moc 1é¢it pouhym slovem, na dédlku. Tento
setnik mél navic viru, kterd udivila i JeziSe — ten zde tvrdi, Ze takovou viru
nenalezl u nikoho jiného v Izraeli. Setnikova sluhu ndsledné uzdravuje.

O okolnostech, které vedly k tak mimoiddné vife u pohana piedstavujici-
podstupoval zna¢né riziko. Pfisahal vérnost cisati a uzndni JeZ{Sovy vy$si
moci by jeho nadfizeni pravdépodobné povazovali za zradu, kdyby se o
tom dozvédéli. Snad béhem svych pracovnich povinnosti JeziSe nékde
zaslechl mluvit na vefejnosti, nebo ho vidél uzdravovat. Anebo — tfeba to
bylo dilo Ducha Svatého, ktery zaséva viru i tam, kde bychom to necéekali.

Pane Jezi8i, prosime, aby ndm tento piib&h silné viry v Tebe a Tvé slovo
byl ptikladem a inspiraci. Pomoz ndm v této adventni dobé odrézet svétlo

tvé nadéje, tvého pokoje i radosti a 14sky. Amen.

Charlene & Joe Beck
Sewickley, US
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 7

Psalm 14

For those in need, deliverance is relief. For those facing injustice, salva-
tion is the righting of wrongs. Where there is corruptness, judgment is
celebrated, for judgment brings righteousness and deliverance.

Where do we have needs that we long to be met? What are the injus-
tices that we endure or witness in our societies? And where do we
see those who use corrupt means for gain with no regard for who is
disadvantaged?

The Psalmist signs a lament for what they witness around them. Those
who are ethically corrupt believe no one “sees” their evil deeds. People
are suffering, being devoured like bread, with no one to stand on their
behalf. The time seems hopeless, that salvation will never come.

But the Lord sees what happens and the Lord is the refuge for the poor.
For those whose needs go unnoticed, the Lord is their refuge. God has
brought salvation before, and God will bring salvation again. And that
will be a day for celebration!

Advent is a time of remembering the salvation God has brought in the
past. Remembering the ways that God has been faithful and been a
refuge in times of need. And Advent is also a time of looking for God’s
salvation to come again. A time when justice reigns down and deliver-
ance comes to the oppressed.

As we look around at our societies we may wonder when things will be
made right. We may look at our own lives and ask if anyone sees our
needs. There is one who sees, the Lord God our refuge and source of
salvation. And God calls the church to be a body who sees as God sees
and to partner in bringing justice and wellbeing for all of creation.

Prayer:

God who sees, look upon our needs and those in our communities. May
your justice come and the salvation that leads to true deliverance for all.
Guide us to join as partners in your saving work of all creation. Amen

Ryan White
Henrico, US
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PATEK 8. PROSINCE

Mt 14,24-31

SpiSe pod vlivem duchovnich pisni nez kdzani si utiSeni boui‘e spo-
juji s osobnim ujisténim o BoZ{ ochrané. KdyZ se nad timto textem
zamySlime v adventni dobé, dod4 to piibéhu jiny referenéni ramec,
jedinec se tu ocitd v kosmickém kontextu pitichodu Boziho krédlov-
stvi, ktery narusuje status quo ve prospéch chudych, véznénych,
bezmocnych.

Kdyz propustil zdstup, ,vystoupil na horu, aby se o samoté modlil.
Kdyz nastal vecer, byl tam sdm.“ Vé&ta, kterd tento tivod uzavird, je
pusobiva ve své jednoduchosti: ,byl tam sam.“ Tato potieba stdh-
nout se do dstrani a modlit se — a mad ji i Ten, ktery ndam byl seslan
— ndm ale miize napovédét mnohem vice. Jezi$ je v tichém odlouce-
ni, o samoté na hoie, zatimco ucednici prozivaji chaos boui‘e, kterd
zufi{ dole, vlny jimi smykaji. KdyzZ se JeZi$ objevi, jeho piitomnost
nepfinese dtéchu a klid, jak bychom nejspiSe ocekdvali. Jeho pii-
tomnost neptindsi pokoj. U¢ednici byli tak vydésent, Ze kiiceli.
Béhem adventu Bozi kralovani oéekdvame pouze s ¢dstec¢nym po-
rozuménim. V oblasti, kde se pifibéh odehrav4, je Petr jako doma.
Jezero, které tak divérné zn4, se najednou stava vodou chaosu a
nebezpeci. Konotace vod a hlubin z Bible zndme. Nevime, co se
ukryva v hlubindch. V Prvni MojZiSové predstavuje moie chaos,
ktery piedchdzi stvoreni — jde o kontext, ve kterém Bih tvof{ svét.

V tomto adventnim obdobi se miZeme zaméfit na to, jak Jezi$ uka-
zuje svou moc, svou vlddu nad silami chaosu, které ohrozuji Petrtiv
zivot a v jistém smyslu i samotné stvoieni. Jezi{$ opakuje jméno
VSemohouciho, éyw €iyl-, jsem, ktery jsem. Hospodin zasahuje

do Petrova Zivota. Advent tohoto kralovdni ndm muzZe poslouZit k
ohlédnuti, zatimco o¢ekdvame druhy advent a dovrSeni vSech véci,
kdy veskeré€ sily hiichu, chaosu i v§eho, co se Bohu vzpird, budou

premozeny ldskou, milosti a plnosti BoZi vlady.

Charles Wiley
Stone Mountain, US
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 18

Psalm 23:4

The Lord is my shepherd; ... Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy
rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Lord, teach me to let myself be led. Despite the pitfalls, to rely on
your guidance. Let your shepherd’s rod support me and your staff
straighten my step and show the direction.

Stépan Brodsky
Praha, CZ
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PONDELI 18. PROSINCE

Zalm 23,4

Hospodin je mij pastyt; ... I kdyZ ptijdu rokli Seré smrti, nebudu
se bdt ni¢eho zlého, vZdyt se mnou jsi ty. Tvoje berla a tvd hiil
mé& potésuji.

Vincent van Gogh, Pastyrka

Pane, u¢ mne nechat se vést. Navzdory ndstrahdm spolehnout se
na tvé vedeni. Tva berla af mne podpira a tva hal rovnd mdj krok a
ukazuje smér.

Stépdn Brodsky
Praha, CZ
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8

Matthew 14:24-31

Because of hymnody more than sermons, I associate the calming
of the storm with personal assurance of protection. Meditating on
this text in Advent draws us to a different frame of reference, plac-
ing the individual within the cosmic context of the coming God’s
reign that disrupts the status quo in favor of the poor, the impris-
oned, those who have no power.

After dismissing the crowd, “he went up onto a mountain by
himself to pray. Evening came and he was alone.” The phrase that
ends this introduction is powerful in its simplicity, “he was alone.”
There is much to learn here about the need, even for this sent one,
to retreat and to pray. Jesus is in quiet and remote solitude on the
mountain while the disciples are in the chaos of the storm below,
battered by the waves. When Jesus shows up, he is not the comfort-
ing presence we might expect. His presence does not bring peace.
They were so frightened that they screamed.

In Advent we await the reign of God only with partial understand-
ing. This is Peter’s home territory. The lake that he knows so well
becomes the waters of chaos and danger. We know the connota-
tions of the waters, the deep, in the Bible. We do not know what
lies below. In Genesis the unknown of the sea symbolizes the cha-
os that precedes creation, the context in which God creates.

In this season of Advent, we can focus on how Jeus demonstrates
his power, his reign, over the forces of chaos that threaten Peter’s
life and, in a sense, creation itself. Jesus echoes the divine name,
EYW €iyl, it is I. The one who is intervenes in Peter’s life. We look
back to the advent of this reign even as we look forward to the sec-
ond advent and the consummation of all things when all the forces
of sin, of chaos, of all that resists God will be overcome by love, by
grace, by the fullness of the reign of God.

Charles Wiley
Stone Mountain, US
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SOBOTA 9. PROSINCE

Filipskym 4,5-9

,VaSe mirnost af je zndma vSem
lidem!“ Témito slovy promlou-
va Pismo do nasSich zivot(i pro
dnesni den. Do doby, v niZ vitéz{
ten, kdo vic kii¢i, kdo mad agre-
sivnéjsi reklamu na své produk-
ty, kdo ma vic zbrani a ukdze v
souboji vétsi krutost. V takovém
svété Ze mame byt mirni? Obsto-
jime pak vlibec?

Biblickd mirnost neni slabost,
neznamena to couvat z problé-
mt, bat se konflikti. Mirnost znamenad piindSet pokoj tam, kde uz
znesvarenym stranam dos$ly nejen argumenty, ale i hlas. Mirnost
znamenad vytvaret prostiedi bezpedi, v némz je druhym dobie. KéZ
se nam to dnes daf+!

Pane Boze,

éteme, Ze se nemame trapit Zddnou starosti,

presto nds sevi'e izkost, kdyz rdno nahlédneme do zprav.

Cteme o pfislibu Tvého pokoje,

presto se tak casto chvéjeme tizkosti sami o sebe, své blizké, cely
nas svét.

Prosime, vlom se do nasich Zivotda.

Ne silou, ale pokojem, ktery davas jen Ty.

Tim, ktery pievySuje kazdé pomySleni.

Amen.

Jana Vrajovad
Olomouc, CZ
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17 (3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Jeremiah 23:3-5

As we celebrate the third Sunday in Advent, we light a candle and
focus on the word JOY. Joy is one of my favorite theological terms
because it is filled with richness and nuance. Instead of simple
feelings like happiness or excitement, joy has a complexity that is
not dependent on outside sources, but comes from deep within.
One of my favorite childhood bible songs puts it like this, “I've got
joy, down in my heart, deep deep down in my heart!”

How can joy be found in difficulties? Looking at the text from
Jeremiah, there is tension in the current state of the flock. Yet God
is making a promise to gather, to bring back, and to allow abun-
dance for the flock. There is a deep joy that God’s people have
when they remember the protectiveness of the Lord and the
promise of restoration.

Tensions are high all around the world with fighting and displace-
ment, there is so much insecurity that it may be hard to find joy in
the midst. But, we have this promise that is on the way and about
to break in. We have the gift of Jesus entering the world and chang-
ing things for the better. We have the promise that the light will
not be overcome by the darkness all around. For that, I have even
more joy.

Holy God, help us to be good shepherds for your flock. Allow us to
create safe spaces where love wins and joy can be found. Amen.

Alison Peters
Cumberland, US
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NEDELE 17. PROSINCE (3. ADVENTNIi NEDELE)

Jeremidse 23,3-5

Slavime dnes tfeti adventni nedéli. Zapalme svicku a pojdme se
chvili zaméfit na slovo RADOST. Radost je jednim z mych obli-
benych teologickych pojmfi, je totiz bohaty a plny nuanci. Oproti
jednodus$sim emocim jako je Stésti nebo rozruseni oplyva radost
komplexnosti, kterd nezdvisi na vnéjsich zdrojich, protoze vychazi
z hloubi duse. Jedna z mych oblibenych ndbozZenskych pisni z dét-
stvi to vyjadfuje takto: ,Jsem plny radosti, v hloubi duse, hluboko
ve svém nitru ji nosim!“

Jak miZzeme nalézat radost uprostied té€zkosti? Kdyz se podivaime
na text z Jeremidse, vinimdme, Ze situace ve stddecku je tou dobou
napjatd. Pan Biah v8ak ddva prislib, ze stado opét shromazdi, pii-
vede zpét, rozhojni. BoZi lid proziva hluboko uvnitt velikou radost,
kdyz si ptipomene Hospodinovu ochrannou ruku a jeho ptislib
obnovy.

Napéti panuje, vzhledem ke v§em moznym konflikttim a vysidlo-
vani, po celém svété. Nejistot je tolik, ze mize byt opravdu tézké
nalézat uprosti‘ed toho v§eho radost. Mame v8ak piislib Toho, kte-
ry je na cesté a chystd se k ndm ,vtrhnout”. Mdme dar JeZiSe, ktery
prichdzi mezi nds, do svéta, a méni véci k lepSimu. Mdme zaslibe-
ni, Ze vSudypiitomnd temnota nepfemuze svétlo. To mne napliiuje
jesté vétsi radosti.

Svaty BozZe, pomdhej ndm byt dobrymi pastyri tvého stdda. Dej
ndm vytvdret bezpecné prostory, kde vitézi ldska a kde Ize nalézt

radost. Amen.

Alison Peters
Cumberland, US
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9

Philippians 4:5-9

“Let your gentleness be evident
to all.” These are the words with
which the Scripture speaks to
our hearts for today. We live in a
time when the winner is the one
who screams the loudest, the
one who advertises their prod-
ucts in the most aggressive way,
the one who has more weap-
ons and shows more cruelty in
battle. In such a world, we are
supposed to be gentle? How will
we ever get by?

Yet, this Biblical gentleness does not mean weakness. It does not
mean running away from problems and avoiding conflicts. Gentle-
ness means bringing peace into situations where the parties to the
conflict have run out of arguments and lost their voices. Gentle-
ness means creating an environment of safety that makes others
feel comfortable. May we succeed in doing that today!

Dear Lord,

We read that we are not to be anxious about anything,

yet anxiety grips us when we have a look at the morning news.
We read about the promise of Your peace,

yet so often we tremble with anxiety for ourselves, for our loved
ones, our whole world.

Please, break into our lives.

Not with force, but with the peace that only You can give.

The peace that surpasses all thought.

Amen.

Jana Vrajovad
Olomouc, CZ
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NEDELE 10. PROSINCE (2. ADVENTNI NEDELE)

Mi 5,2-5
»Maly a obezdény*

Mnozi z nds jisté€ zazili, jaké to je, kdyZ se ¢lovek citi nepatrny, nevy-
slySeny. Mnohym bude az piili§ povédomy pocit, Ze karty jsou roz-
ddny — zdi jsou vysoké, pevné a neprostupné. Cirkve jako je PCUSA
nebo CCE se mohou v t&chto dobéch citit malé, jak vzhledem ke
statistikdm, tak vlivem ptisobeni riiznych tlaka svétského zivota. Ve
Spojenych statech napiiklad posledni dobou cestujici tymy spor-
tovct vyzaduji — a také dostdvaji — miru oddanosti, kterd byla diive
vyhradni doménou cirkve, rodiny a viry. Dochdzi tu ke konfrontaci
zdsadnich hodnot. Dokonce i staroddvnd vérnost pojmtm jako je
demokracie, v niZ jeden ¢lovék = jeden hlas, je najednou nahrazova-
na ndsilnymi podobami autoritédistvi. Tuto bouti doprovazeji velké
vlny a silné spodni proudy — a my jsme na malé lodce.

Potom vSak ¢teme v MichedSovi: ,A ty, Betléme efratsky, ackoli jsi
nejmensi mezi judskymi rody, z tebe mi vzejde ten, jenz bude vlad-
cem v Izraeli“. Betlém — malé, nevyznamné méstecko, sotva stoji
za teC. A piece pravé z Betléma... hlas Bozi, nadéje lidstva.

Chovdam nadé&ji, ze v malych mistech, kde je vira a odhodldni, jako
je cirkev PCUSA nebo CCE, pronikne hlas BoZi spravedlnosti a
Boziho pokoje skrze v§udypiitomny hluk svéta, a Ze tento hlas
bude vyslySen. KdyzZ prdavé z Betléma...

Modlitba: Dékuji Ti, milosrdny Boze, ze Tv(ij hlas mtuzeme zaslech-
nout i skrze kakofonii tohoto svéta. Dékuji Ti, Ze mtizeme Tvé slovo

slySet a byt jeho souddsti. Amen.

Bill Hathaway
Wilmington, US
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16

2 Peter 3:9-13

I have not had much personal experience with thieves, but the
encounters I have had were pretty unnerving (though they hardly
compare with, say, my Indigenous neighbors having land stolen).
Once, on a cold winter’s night when I lived in a community of
hospitality in Atlanta, two men pried open some loose burglar bars
over a basement window and started helping themselves to what-
ever they could find in our food pantry. The volunteer on duty had
a bigger heart than I did in those days and woke me up to make
them peanut butter sandwiches and send them on their way.

My other memory of being robbed again involved a late-night
interruption when a group of young teenagers took a portable CD
player from our unlocked family van. Shaken from sleep by our
barking dog, I found myself running after them down the sidewalk,
shouting words I thankfully can’t remember.

In the imagination of Peter, the promised day of the Lord and the
completion of history as we know it will be like the unsettling ap-
pearance of a thief. Jesus himself uses the same imagery, implying
that we need to be awake and ready while at the same time unable
to mark the precise date on our calendars.

Which raises the question: why? Could it be that if we knew we
might look for ways to keep him out? That we will, as we have
already done, resist his call for us to give up our power and control
and very lives for the sake of the Beloved Community where every-
one has what they need and where stealing becomes pointless?

Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus, and rob us of our arrogance and fearful
belief that there isn't enough to go around. Come and lead us into
your kingdom of abundance. Amen.

Mark Harper
Takoma Park, US

33



SOBOTA 16. PROSINCE

2P 39-13

Se zlodéji nemdm mnoho osobnich zkuSenosti, ale na setkdni s
nimi moc rada nevzpomindm (samoziejmé se v§ak moje zkuSe-
nosti nedaji srovnat napiiklad s tim, co zazili mi sousedé, ptivodni
obyvatelé této zemé, jimzZ byla odfiata piida). Jednou za chladné
zimni noci, kdyZ jsem bydlela v pohostinské komunité v Atlanté,
vypacili dva muzi uvolnéné miize nad sklepnim oknem a zadali si
brat, cokoli nasli v nasi spiZirné. Dobrovolnice, kterd ten den slou-
zila se mnou, byla velkorysejs$i nez ja. Vzbudila mé, namazaly jsme
jim sendvice s arasidovou pomazadnkou a poslali je d4l.

Dalsi vzpominka na zkuSenost s kradeZi se opét tykala no¢niho
vyruSeni — skupina teenagertt ndm tenkrat z nezamcéené rodinné
doddvky sebrala prenosny CD prehrdvac. Ze spanku mé tenkrat
vzbudil $t€kot naseho psa a kdyzZ jsem za zlodéji chvili béZela, kii-
¢ela jsem za nimi smrst slov, které uz jsem radéji zapomnéla.

V Petrové predstaveé se zaslibeny den P4ané a zavrSeni dé&jin, jak
je zname, bude podobat znepokojivému zjeveni zlodé&je. Sdm Pan
Jezis pouziva stejny obraz a naznacuje tim, Ze mame byt bdéli a
pripraveni, piesto (nebo proto), Ze pfesné datum jeho ptichodu si
nemutzeme zapsat do kalendére.

Nabizi se tu otdzka: pro¢? Je mozné, zZe kdybychom to datum znali,
snazili bychom se jeho piichod odvrétit? Ze bychom, jak se jiz
stalo, neuposlechli jeho vyzvu, abychom se vzdali své moci i svych
zivottl ve prospéch milovaného spolecenstvi, v némz vSichni maji
dostatek vSeho, co potiebuji, a kde krdadeZ postradd smysl?

Modlitba: Prijd, Pane Jezisi, a zbav nds nasi arogance i obayv, Ze
nemadme dostatek. Ptijd a ved nds do svého krédlovstvi hojnosti.
Amen.

Mark Harper
Takoma Park, US
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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 (2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT)

Micah 5:2-5
“Small and Walled In”

Many know the experience of feeling small and not being heard.
Many know all too well of the sense that the deck is stacked — the
walls are high, hard and impenetrable. These days, churches like
the PCUSA and the ECCB can feel small, given the numbers and
the pressure of secular life. For example, in the States, travel
sports teams demand and are given dedication that formerly was
the domain of church, family and faith. Important values are being
confronted. Even old loyalties to concepts such as democracy with
one person, one vote is being replaced by violent forms of authori-
tarianism. This storm of authoritarianism is producing high waves
and powerful undercurrents while we are in a small boat.

Then we read Micah, “But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who
are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for
me one who is to rule in Israel.” Bethlehem — small, insignificant,
hardly worth a passing thought. Yet, from Bethlehem .... the voice
of God and the hope of humanity.

I hold on to the hope that in small places of faith and determina-
tion ..... like the PCUSA and ECCB ... the voice of God’s justice and
peace will penetrate the noise of the world and even be heard. Out
of Bethlehem ....

Prayer: Thank you, gracious God, that your voice continues within
the cacophony of this world. Thank you that we can hear your
word and can be part of your word. Amen.

Bill Hathaway
Wilmington, US
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PONDELI 11. PROSINCE

Z 89

KdyzZ dojdeme k 89. Zalmu, narazime tu na krdle, nejspiSe krdle
Davida, jak se modli. Modli se za vysvobozeni ze svéta, jenz ohro-
zuje mir a blahobyt lidu, kterému kral slouZzi. Jak tedy takovy kral
zaléina svou modlitbu, kdyz se zd4, Ze se kolem ného vSe hrouti?
Zacind chvalozpévem na vytrvalou ldsku Pdna Boha, ktery je vérny
v kazdém pokoleni. Vzpomind na smlouvu s Davidem, podle nizZ
,tvE€ potomstvo bude navéky stdt pevné, jd jsem zbudoval tviyj triin
pro vSechna pokolent.“

Zde je naSe propojeni s obdobim adventu. Text ndm miize slouzit
jako pfipominka, Ze narozeni MesiaSe neni Zzddné piekvapeni, Ze
neslo o néco zcela neocekavaného. Zrozeni Krista-ditéte je napl-
nénim BoZ{ smlouvy s Izraelem z dob Abrahama, Izdka a Jdkoba.
Bylo nadéji kazdého oddaného véficiho jiz od dob krale Davida. A
Evangelia ndm skute¢né znovu a znovu pfipominaji, Ze toto dit€,
narozené z Marie, je z ,domu Davidova“.

Hebrejsky vyraz pro ,vytrvalou lasku®, Hesed, stoji v jadru adventu.
Bozi smlouva s jeho lidem je slib Bozi ,vytrvalé lasky“. Vétfim, Ze
JEDINYM piislibem, ktery v pismu najdeme, je, Ze Btih byl, je a
vzdy bude Immanuel — Bith s ndmi — v kazdé Zivotn{ situaci. Vzdyc-
ky, na véky. Jezi$ je nd$ Immanuel, jeho posledni slova u¢ednikiim
v Matousové evangeliu (Mt 28,20) jsou: ,,A hle, jd jsem s vdmi po
vsecky dny, az do skondni tohoto véku.” Vystac¢ime si s Bohem?
Treba pro n4s slova pisné€ ,,Veni, veni Emmanuel“ letos v adventni
dobé ziskaji novy vyznam.

David M. Evans
Austin, TX, US
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15

John 14:3-6

“No one comes to the Father except through me.” This verse often
strikes an ominous tone, at least in the U.S. context, where it has
been used as a threat to those who do not trust the name of Jesus
to be life-giving. Many hear this as a verdict on non-Christians,
declaring that they will not be welcome in the household of God.

But what if exclusion is not what Jesus intends in this verse?
Remember that this is a word Jesus offers his anxious friends in
John's gospel, a passage that begins, “Do not let your hearts be
troubled,” and goes on to reassure the disciples, “I will come again
and will take you to myself.” In this week when we are focusing on
the theme of peace, Jesus is speaking a word of peace to Thomas
and the others gathered, who are worried about his impending
departure. “Where are you going?” they wonder. “What will we
do? Will we be okay?” And Jesus says, “Don’t be afraid. I'm coming
back to take you with me.” When Thomas objects, “How can we
know the way?” Jesus says with a smile: “You know me. And you
have already learned to trust me. That is all you need to know.”

This does not mean that the way of Jesus will be always easy or
comfortable. But it does mean that the way to the one whom Jesus
called “Father” is the one we have watched Jesus walk already,
which is the path of truth, and life. The sufferings of this world are
real, but they are not final. The end of the story will be life.

Martha Moore-Keish
Decatur, GA, US
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PATEK 15. PROSINCE

J 14,3-6

»Nikdo neptichdzi k Otci nez skrze mne.“ V tomto versi ¢asto

slySime jakousi hrozbu, minimalné v americkém prosti‘edi, kde se
neziidka pouzivd jako vystraha tém, ktei'i nevéii v JeZiSe Krista ja-
kozto darce zivota. Mnozi v tomto versSi slySi rozsudek nad nekies-

tany, v tom smyslu, Ze takové Pan nepfivitd ve svém kralovstvi.

Co kdyz ale Jezi$ viibec nemél v timyslu témito slovy nékoho od-
nékud vyluCovat? Je tieba si uvédomit, Ze je prondsel pied svymi
znepokojenymi u¢edniky a jeho predchozi slova znéla: ,Vase srdce
at se nechvéje tizkosti!“ Dale pak ucedniky ujistil: ,,Opét ptijdu a
vezmu vas k sobé.“ V tomto tydnu, kdy se soustiedime na téma
pokoje, promlouva JeZzi$ slovy pokoje k Tomasovi i k dal$im shro-
mazdénym, ktei'f maji obavy z jeho odchodu. Jisté jim vrtd hlavou,
kam se chystd. Co budou délat? Budou v poiddku? Jezi$ jim na to
tikd: Neméjte strach. Vratim se a vezmu véds s sebou. Kdyz Tom4s
namitd: ,Jak bychom mohli zndt cestu?” JezZi§ mu odpovida: Zndte
mé. Uz jste se naucili mi davéiovat. To vam stadi, vic védét nepo-
tiebujete.

Rozhodné to neznamend, Ze cesta Pdna JeziSe bude jednoducha
a pohodlnd. Znamen4 to ale, Ze cesta k tomu, kterého JeZi$ nazy-
va Otcem, je cesta, po které jsme vidéli JeziSe krddet, je to cesta

pravdy a Zivota. Trdapeni tohoto svéta jsou skuteé¢nd, nemaji vSak

posledni slovo. V tomto piibéhu ma posledni slovo Zivot.

Martha Moore-Keish
Decatur, GA, US

30

MONDAY, DECEMBER 11

Psalm 89

When we arrive at the 89th Psalm, we discover a king, probably
King David, praying. The king is praying for deliverance from a
world that threatens the peace and well-being of the people the
king serves. So, how does the king begin his prayer when all the
world seems to be coming apart? The king begins with a song of
praise for the steadfast love of God who is faithful in every gen-
eration. The king remembers the covenant made with David in
which God will “establish your descendants forever;, and build your
throne for all generations.”

This is our connection to the season of Advent. We are reminded
that the birth of the Messiah is not a surprise nor totally unexpect-
ed. The birth of the Christ-child is the fulfillment of the covenant
with Israel from the days of Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. It has
been the hope of every devout and faithful God-lover from the time
of King David. And indeed, the Gospels remind us again and again
that this Child, born of Mary, is from the “house of David’.

The Hebrew word for “steadfast love”. Hesed is at the heart of
Advent. God’s covenant with God’s people is the promise of God’s
“steadfast love”. I believe the ONLY promise that is found through-
out Scripture is that God has been, is, and will be Emmanuel. God
with us: in every circumstance of life. For all eternity. Jesus is
our Emmanuel, and his final words to his disciples in the Gospel of
Matthew (28:20) are: “And lo, I am with you always, to the close of
the age.” Is God enough? Maybe the words of “O Come, O Come,
Emmanuel” will take on new meaning for you this Advent season.

David M. Evans
Austin, TX, US
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UTERY 12. PROSINCE

Jan 17,24-26

24 Otce, dal jsi mi je a ja chci, aby pfisli tam, kam jdu ja. Poznali
mne v plné slavé, kterou jsi mi dal z ldsky, di{v nez byl svét.

% Otde, vim, Ze jsi hoden v&i davéry, ale svét si to neuvédomuje.
Tito v8ak poznali, Ze jsi mne poslal. ¢ Objasnil jsem jim a jesté
objasnim, kdo jsi. Af miluji tak, jako milujes$ ty mne. Pak se mezi
nimi budou lidé setkdvat se mnou.

Neddvno jsem se naucila nové slovicko, Saturovanost. Pochopila
jsem, ze znamend mit dost. Kdo m4 dost nemusi se uz tolik pa-
chtit aby mél vic. Tim pddem mu zbyva vic ¢asu a sil pro druhé.
Jde jenom o to, zda jsme tou Bozi ldskou, kterou tak vyznavdme,
dostate¢né saturovani.

Hana Slamovd
Praha, CZ
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14

Psalm 80:1-3
Prayer for Israel’s Restoration

1 Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel you who lead Joseph like a flock!
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth % before
Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh! Stir up your might, and
come to save us! 3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we
may be saved.

My husband Bob and I live in Philadelphia, a large American city
with the urban joys of history, culture, and diversity and the urban
problems of poverty, crime, and pollution. We travel a lot, but this
has been home for twelve years despite the challenges of life in a
city. This is God’s world, not ours, and wherever you or I live, as
disciples, we lift our eyes to the heavens and pray that God’s face
will shine in every corner, bringing peace. We crave it, not just

for Philadelphia but Olomouc, Israel, the Gaza, Ukraine, Mexico,
Benjamin, and Manasseh and all those places dear to our hearts
and beloved of God. Pray this Psalm today, and look for glimmers
of God’s light breaking through.

Allison Krahling Seed
Philadelphia, US
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CTVRTEK 14. PROSINCE

Z80,1-3
Modlitba za obnovu Izraele

Naslouchej, pastyfti Izraele, ty, jenz Josefa jak ovce vodis, zaskvéj
se, jenz trini$ nad cheruby, pfed kmeny Efrajim, Benjamin,
Menses! Vzbud svou bohatyrskou silu a pfijd zachrdnit nés.

Zijeme s manzelem Bobem ve Filadelfii, velkém americkém mé&st&
se v§emi jeho pifednostmi jako je historie, kultura, riiznorodost,
avSak i se vSemi problémy, které s sebou nese méstsky Zivot:
chudoba, kriminalita, znecisténi. A i kdyZ hodné cestujeme, tohle
meésto je jiz dvandct let nasim domovem, i se svymi problémy.
Tento svét je Bozi, ne nds, a at uz Zijeme kdekoli, jako u¢ednici
pozdvihdme sviij zrak k nebi a modlime se, aby svétlo Boziho
obliceje prozatilo kazdy kout a ptindselo pokoj. Touzime po ném,
nejen pro Filadelfii, ale také pro Olomouc, pro Israel, pro pdsmo
Gazy, pro Ukrajinu, Mexiko, pro kmeny Benjamina a Menaseho,
i pro vSechna mista, kterd jsou ndm drahd a kterd B{ih miluje.
Pomodlete se dnes tento Zalm a hledejte paprsky Boziho svétla
prozatujici nds svét.

Allison Krahling Seed
Philadelphia, US
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 12

John 17:24-26

ZFather, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am,
and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved
me before the creation of the world.

% “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know
you, and they know that you have sent me. 2¢ I have made you
known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that
the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be
in them.

I've recently learned a new piece of vocabulary: saturation. I've
understood that it means having enough. When somebody has
enough, they don’'t need to work so hard to have more. That leaves
them more time and energy to give to others. It's only a matter of
whether we are sufficiently saturated with God’s love, that love
which we profess.

Hana Slamovd
Praha, CZ

25



STREDA 13. PROSINCE

Zd 10,35-39

Co potiebuji pro piisti dny? Nadé&ji. Nebot vyhlidky na pristi dny se
zdaji byt tak temné. Jakou nadé&;ji? Nadéji, Ze nebudeme ponechédni
sami sobé. Nadéji, Ze Bth vstoupi do piiStich dnti a svou piitom-
nosti prosviti temnotu.

Co potiebuji pro ptisti dny? Viru. Jakou viru? Viru, Ze Bozi svétlo
nad temnotou zvitézi. Ze BoZzi moc je nade v§im a bude mit posled-
ni slovo.

Co potiebuji pro piisti dny? Odvahu. I kdyby mél Kristus v moci a
sldvé pfijit zitra, odvahu budu potiebovat jesté dnes. Odvahu stét
na strané Kristové uz dnes a vzdorovat vSemu temnému a zlému.
Odvahu st4t soliddrné na strané té€ch, kdo jsou zlému vyddni napo-
spas bez viry a bez nadéje.

Pane, ptijd.

Pavel Pokorny
Praha, CZ
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 13

Hebrews 10:35-39

What do I need for the upcoming days? Hope. For the prospects of
the coming days seem to be so dark. What hope? The hope that we
are not left to fend for ourselves. The hope that God will step into
the coming days and illuminate the darkness with His presence.

What do I need for the upcoming days? Faith. What faith? The faith
that God’s light will triumph over darkness. That God’s power is
above all and will have the final say.

What do I need for the next days? Courage. Even if Christ were

to come in power and glory tomorrow, I will need courage today.
The courage to stand on the side of Christ today and resist every-
thing dark and evil in His name and spirit. The courage to stand in
solidarity with those who are at the mercy of evil without faith and
without hope.

Come, Lord!

Pavel Pokorny
Praha, CZ
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